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complimenting him on an excrescent scene-section
which Shakespeare cannot have written; and he
stultifies himself by standing ad hoc on a critical
principle which he has previously declared to have
no validity in regard to any play.
(4) And still the compound fracture produced by
my friend's " slip " in the benevolent act of correct-
ing an imaginary one is only in part diagnosed. He
has been thus greatly daring on an assumption for
which he has not a shadow of evidence. The Rey-
naldo scene-section, he tells us, is vital to the whole
time-structure of this play (though time is wholly
inoperative in OTHELLO), inasmuch as it indicates a
necessary two months' interval. In point of fact it
gives no indication of time whatever! Laertes had
started for Paris just before Hamlet had seen the
Ghost. Polonius may be sending the spy after him
within a week ; we cannot tell from the dialogue. If
Hamlet is guilty of a delay for which he later re-
proaches himself we cannot infer it at this point. It
is in the next scene, after Rosencrantz and Guilden-
stern have had their talk with the King and Queen,
that Polonius announces thereturn of the ambassadors
whom the King had despatched to Norway1 between
recently witnessed Mr. Ainley's Hamlet, the Reynaldo scene
was, as of old, conspicuous only by its absence. And it was as to
the intervening period that I had consulted playgoers, with the
result of eliciting testimony which heavily confirmed my state-
ment, and further discomfited Mr. Wilson.
1 Whether this is a new employment of an episode which in the
earlier play had another purpose is an issue too wide to be dealt
with here. [To that original note I must regretfully append this:
Mr. Wilson in his reply affirms that I " suspect the ambassadors
and Fortmbras/* Mr Wilson simply has not the faintest idea of
what the first note meant.]